



Introduction 


* Registration service - a few basics 

* Practice before the Local Electoral 
Administration and Registration 
Services (Scotland) Act (LEARS for short) 

e Changes made by LEARS 

e Statistics on one of the changes 

e Any questions 





Registration 


In Scotland, national registration of Births, 
Deaths & Marriages started 1 January 1855 


1854 Act set up "General Registry Office of 
Births, Deaths and Marriages" 

Registration compulsory & free 

Now, GROS is an Associated Department of 
the Scottish Government 

— Registration of Vital Events (B, M, D, CP etc) 

— Make public registration etc records available 

— Statistics on vital events and other topics 

— Census (w.e.f. 1861) 


Registration of Vital Events 


* Registrars are employed by local authorities 


* Details of events are entered into local computers 
and transmitted via secure link to GROS 


* District Examiners look at registrations 
* National index of all entries prepared by GROS 


In 2008: 

* 60,041 Births 

e 55,700 Deaths 

e 28,903 Marriages 

e 525 Civil Partnerships 


























Birth registration 


* Compulsory to inform local registrar (21 days) 





* Must attend local registration office and sign register 


* "qualified informant" :- 


Mother or father of the child (if married) 

For unmarried couples, duty lies with mother 

Any relative of the mother or father, if he is married to 
the mother, being a relative who has knowledge of 
the birth; 

The occupier of the premises in which the child was, 
to the knowledge of that occupier, born; 

Any person present at the birth; 

Any person having charge of the child. 


Death registration 





* Compulsory to inform local registrar (8 days) 
* Must attend local registration office and sign register 
* "qualified informant" - set in 1965 Act:- 


Any relative of the deceased, or 
Any person present when the person died, or 
The deceased's executor or other legal representative, or 


The occupier of the property where the person died, or if 
there is no such person, 


Anyone else who knows the information to be registered. 


Marriage 





* Who can be married in Scotland:- | 
— 2 persons at least 16 years of age on day of marriage; 
— Not related in way that would prevent marriage; 
— Unmarried and not in civil partnership; 
— Not of the same sex; 
— Capable of understanding and consenting; 


— Marriage would be regarded as valid in any foreign 
country to which either party belongs. 


* Types of marriage in Scotland:- 
— Areligious marriage by a minister, pastor, priest or 
other person entitled under Marriage (Scotland) Act 
1977 - anywhere the celebrant considers appropriate; 
— A civil marriage by an authorised registrar — in a 
registration office or an approved place. 


Civil Partnership 





* Who can register a civil partnership in Scotland:- 


— 2 persons at least 16 years of age on day of civil 
partnership; 


— Not related in way that would prevent civil partnership; 
Unmarried and not in civil partnership; 

Are of the same sex; 

— Capable of understanding and consenting. 


* No religious form of civil partnership in Scotland:- 


— Only civil by an authorised registrar - in a registration 
office or place agreed by local authority. 


Key LEARS 
Changes 





Registration Districts 
& Opening Hours 





e Once 1,100 RDs 
* Pre-LEARS, 230 RDs 


e RD boundaries could cross LA 
boundaries 


* Now 32 RDs - one per LA, with 
same boundaries as LAs 


Flexible opening hours 





Birth & Death Registration 


e Any Registration Office — not just the 
local one 


* Abbreviated Birth & Death Extracts 
(free at time of registration) 





Change of Forename/Surname 


* No longer necessary to wait 2 years 


* Children: Only person with parental 
responsibilities and rights able to apply 


e Allows early GROS involvement 





Marriages/Civil Partnerships 
in Scottish Waters 


* Definition of "Scottish waters" 
* Apply to Registrar nearest location 


* Registered by Registrar who 
issues Schedule 





Index, Records, Searches etc 


Local registrars’ access to 
all-Scotland index & records 
Issue of extracts/copies 
from all records 

Helps accuracy in 
registration 

Promotes local family 
history 





Book of Scottish Connections 


* New record 
* Definition of "Scottish Connection" 
* Help family historians & tourism 

e Commemorative 

e Since January 2009 
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E-Registration 
(not yet in place) 


e Home PC 


* Obligation to attend & sign replaced by 
duty to provide particulars & “attest 


e Anti-Fraud measures in place first 





Notification of Events 
(not yet in place) 


Electronic notification - at request 
of informant 

To a range of bodies (e.g. DWP, . 
banks, etc) Tug 
At time of registration or later. 
Apply to local registrar or GROS. 23 








Registrations of births and deaths 
outwith normal local authority area 
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Registrations of births and deaths outwith 


normal local authority area - 2008 
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Local authorities which registered 130+ events 
from outwith their areas — 2008 
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Any Questions? 


(particularly from people who aren’t going to the 
"Birth, Marriage & Death statistics" workshop) 








Registration Function 


Registration: vital role in securing and 
protecting human rights:- 


— Name & identity within society 

— Facility for Marriage & Civil Partnership 
— Evidence of parentage 

— Evidence of entitlement to inheritance 
— Delivery of benefits and Govt. services 


GROS Records 
Old Parochial Records 1553 - 1854 
Births, Deaths & Marriages1855 to date 
Adopted Children Register 1930 to date* 
Gender Recognition Register 2005 to date* 
Divorce Records 1984 to date 
Civil Partnership Register 2005 to date 
CP Dissolutions 
Open Census Records 1841 -1901 
Minor Records (air, sea, foreign) 


* Closed records 


Old Parochial Registers 


Established by series of Enactments by 
Church & State in 16th & 17th Centuries 


Baptisms, Marriages & Deaths/Burials 
Moral & social welfare of parishioners 
Not comprehensive 

Earliest, 27 December 1553, Errol, 
Perthshire 
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Only pre-Reformation 
record currently available 
Christane (or Christine) Hay 
2/ December 1553, Errol 
Perthshire 
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Why Change? 


Record keeping varied 

Records kept in poor conditions 

Records missing 

Dissenters & Non-Conformists 

Money 

— 34 Stamp Duty 1783-1794 on each registration 
— Hire of Mortcloth 

English reform in 1837 


Example of poor record keeping... 
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"George Something Lawful son to What-ye-call-him....." 


(OPR 1704 609/1) 
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Modern For 
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. Mother's torenameis) and surname(s) 


Mother's usual residence (If different from 4 above) 


10. Father's forensmets) and surname(s) 


11.Fatner's occupation 


12. Signature of informant and haw qualified to give information 








Birth & Death 





1. Forename(s} 


3. 


7. When died 


9. Usual residence (if different from $ above) 


Certifying rcgi d medical pra-titicoc 


Eee A 





2. Sex 


. Occupation. 
4. Date 6. Marital or civil partnership status 
of bith 


11. Forename(s), surname(s) and occupation of spouse(s) or civil partner(s) 


13. Forename(s), maiden sumame, sumame(s) and occupation of 
mother 


14. Signature of informant, and how qualified to give information and address 


15. When Year 
registered 








